Wittenham Vision Appearance and Sustainability Group
Notes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18 May 2011 at 8pm in Long Wittenham Village Hall

Present: Anne Balfour-Fraser, Clifford Bosley, Rose Gill, Janet Haylett, Ian Jones, Pat Lay, Anthony Leathem, Philippa and Paul Rallings, John Wright
Apologies : Teresa Benke,  Annie Eccles, Pat Leathem, Mark Shotton
1 Janet outlined where the group had got after two meetings –reports to follow on progress.
2
Cycle path to Didcot

 Ian reported that he had been in contact with Keith Stedding, the area steward, about mending the cycle path. Keith had been to see the problem and had given an estimate of £40,000 for the repairs. However Ian had sought clarification about how much of the path this included and whether it was possible that the Environment Agency might be asked to contribute as it had damaged a section when clearing the stream. Although reminded of the question and asked to respond before this meeting, Keith has not yet replied. 
Ian was asked by the group to get an estimate from Hazell and Jefferies , a council contractor, for the work. At least then we can then assess possible ways forward.   



                Action Ian 
3 GRO and allotments 

Ian reported some interest in opening up more allotments in the area beyond the ‘old’ allotments past the old shop. If several people are interested it would be possible to give help to clear the plots which are very overgrown. The GRO session on 21 May would not run but Ian willing to run a session at the school (Janet to give details to Sally Duff). Rose to talk to Ian about the next steps.  

4 Litter Pick on 2 April  

Clifford reported that this had been very successful. There seemed to be less litter than on previous litter picks and the village seems tidier which is good to hear. Clifford is planning another Litter Pick in September. 
5 Where to recycle
With Clifford’s help, Janet had drawn up a list of what can be recycled at the Drayton tip. This information to be put on Wittenham events email and some to be laminated and put on notice boards.    
 Action Janet
6 Weir project- micro-generation of electricity from the river 
Paul reported good progress on this – although there was a relatively low head of water the flow was sufficient to make it worthwhile. Paul went through the fact sheet he had produced which gives the relevant figures. The landowners are keen and the electricity could be used to power the school as well generating enough to sell to the grid The next step is to get a full feasibility study done which will cost £4376. The Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment may well give a grant of up to £2000 towards this. Paul agreed to follow this up and make the application. 
  








Action Paul 
7 Verges and general improvements to the appearance of the village 
Janet reported that the verges along the High Street were in a poor state especially near the school where people had pulled off the road to park. One solution might be to plant wild flowers – especially poppies by the war memorial. Anthony reported success in planting wild flower seed in his own garden.  Pat agreed to find out who is responsible for the upkeep of the verges. It would be good to be able to draw up a ‘planting plan’ for the autumn.









   Action Pat
8 Conservation and buildings audit (with History Group)
The History Group are in touch with the Oxfordshire Building Record who will come out and show us how to look at the houses in the village- age etc. 
9 Bulk oil-buying through ORCC Trading Ltd

Information had been put on the LW website and in The Bridge but there has been very little interest. Possibility that the buildings audit may be able to establish which houses use oil.

10 Solar panels

Information put on the website. Ian has installed some panels and will report back -keep on the agenda.
11 Swap Shop 

A combined Swap Shop/information morning might be possible in the autumn – keep on the agenda.
12 Other Sustainable possibilities 
John Wright will read the Oxford Climate Change Community Groups Handbook and report back on other things we could be doing.
Action John

13 Date of next meeting Wednesday 13 July venue tbc.

