WV Appearance and Sustainability Group
Notes from the meeting held on Wednesday 9 February at 8 Westfield Road at 8pm

Apologies – Peter Surridge, Pat Lay, Martin Brookes, Helen Monaghan, Pat Leathem, Anne Balfour Fraser
Present: Paul Rallings, Ian Jones, Clifford Bosley, Janet Haylett
Agenda

1 Progress so far - report given to the WV meeting on 13 December 2010

2 Follow up on actions from last meeting - appearance

· Litter pick – Clifford has agreed to organise and will contact Sally Duff for help. Suggested date Saturday 26 March. 
· Opportunities to improve the village appearance 

· the Pound, which is looking rather forlorn at the moment. Janet to find out who currently looks after this area and if we could plant snowdrops etc and/or wild meadow flowers
· any other areas. Clifford reported that there would be room for bulbs/flowers between the trees on the triangle at the Little Wittenham turn. Janet agreed to take photos of the existing daffodils etc so we can draw up  a suggested planting plan for the autumn. 
3 Follow up on actions from last meeting  - sustainability

· Cycle path to Didcot – Ian Jones reported that he had met Keith Stenning, who is an OCC Economy and Environmental Area Steward, a couple of weeks ago to look at the cycle path. Repairing this is difficult because of the access for the necessary equipment and also the various other needs for the path - especially horses. It looks as if the best option may be for the village to raise the money to pay for the council to make the necessary repairs rather than trying any DIY. Keith will get back to Ian when he has had a chance to write a report on the options and likely costs. This may be a few weeks as all OCC depts are under pressure at the moment. Sustrans, WREN and TOE2 may all be possible sources of funding. 
· Recycling of non-wheelie bin items  (such as paint, batteries)
Clifford to make a list of items that can be taken to the Drayton Recycling Centre. With this and information obtained from SODC, Janet to compile a list which can be put onto the WV website and/or into The Bridge, Wittenham Ways etc
· Bulk oil buying scheme.  So far there has been no interest but may be if promoted more. Janet to try and find out who uses oil.
· Solar panels. Some interest shown. 
· Hydropower – booklet ‘Hydropower for communities’ looks interesting. Paul to see if this might be worth pursuing.
· Swift nest boxes- Martin Brookes is making and would share information with anyone interested. For success a local food supply is needed. 
· Allotments – The Church plant stall in May would be an opportunity to ask if more people would like to have an allotment. Could we help them get started?
· History Group conservation and historical audit – this would cover buildings and land use which fits well with WV 
· Opportunities to work with the school. Janet to investigate interest from the school for gardening education days etc
4 Other ideas

· Swap Shop through Community Action Group Oxfordshire. Possibility of running a Swap Shop with the PCC maybe in the autumn. 
5 Priorities
 1-Litter picks

2-list of where to recycle     
3-oil bulk-buying      
4-appearance-planting for autumn
6 AOB none 

7 Date of next meeting Wednesday 18 May 2011
