Minutes of the Wittenham Vision Action Group on Traffic and Parking, 11th October 2010
Present : Tom Bowtell, LWPC (chairing), Mike Duff (Village Hall Committee), Karen Costar, June Woodage, Clifford Bosley, Isabel Henderson, Barry Henderson, Richard Parsons, Jeremy Croxson, Carol Dunne (Head Teacher at the School), Sarah Bowden (Pre School), Margret Cousin

The recent Parish Plan found that over 70% of residents stated Traffic as a top 3 concern.  Over 60% of adults responded to the survey, so it is clear that we have a mandate to suggest improvements in this area.  Many of the solutions are in the hands of Highways, but we can lay out what we would like to see improved and as part of the overall Parish plan, take this to the relevant authorities.  Given that the other action groups (Village Hall, Shop etc) may affect parking/traffic issues the outcomes of all groups needs to be co-ordinated. This will be the role of the Wittenham Vision Steering Group which meets later in October.  
1) Parking concerns

· Overall there is insufficient parking in the centre of the village, sometimes contributing to gridlock combined with the current traffic calming measures
· Double parking on some sections of the High Street blocks the footpath (The Villas)

· Nowhere for coaches to park to drop off/pick up for schools trips 

· Parking close to the chicanes can cause gridlock

· Despite best efforts of school and pre school several parents still park on the road

· Village has no car park

Possible solutions

· Herringbone parking but concerns this is “urbanising” the village

· Double yellow lines in some areas, again some concerns

· Use of the Pound as a parking area?  LWPC to consider
· Review the traffic calming solution in the centre of the village and ask Highways to investigate what other solutions might help reduce speed of traffic without unintended consequences of gridlock caused partly by the parking problems.

· The School and Pre-school already encourage parents to use the pubs or the Cross as places to park then walk the last bit.  The school cannot force parents whilst it is still legal to park 
· More people might walk/ride to school if they felt it was safer (pedestrian crossing was suggested, but this might depend on other action group’s solutions)

· School are happy to help with surveys on parking if needed, as were other members of the team.

·  JC mentioned Mercy Ward’s land, down behind Pendon that may be used as overflow parking for Pendon, which could potentially serve as a car park for the village in the week, but is quite a long way from the school
2) Traffic speed concerns

· Speed of traffic entering village from Clifton Hampden

· Speed of traffic past houses on Little Wittenham Road, up to and including the Neptune Wood car park

· Cycling to Wittenham Clumps is dangerous on this road due to speed of traffic

Possible solutions

· Traffic calming past the Maddy on entrance to village – could replicate what we have on the Didcot Road (chicane and flashing 30 sign) or white lines creating impression of narrowing road and tighter bend ahead

· Extending 30mph speed limit to just past the Neptune Wood car park on Little Wittenham Road – 30mph limit to Little Wittenham to solve cycling issue?
· Volunteers willing to survey traffic speeds with radar guns / portable flashing 30 signs.
· 20 mph speed limit in village if less / different traffic calming possible in the centre of the village (concern over boy racers who would go fast if it were possible)

3) Speed bumps causing damage to timber framed houses
· Concern over quality / design of the speed bumps – Long Wittenham has several timber framed houses that are close to the bumps and residents have complained of damage caused due to vibrations from traffic going over the bumps.
Possible solutions

· Generally the feeling was that speed bumps do slow traffic, but the group agreed we should investigate modern alternatives to bumps that exist in other villages which still slow traffic but do not cause vibrations 

4) Need to reduce car usage - solutions
· Make village safer with pedestrian crossings where possible/sensible based on new Parish Plan so people feel more confident to walk / cycle to school

· Improve surface of the Sustrans Cycle Route 5 to Didcot to encourage cycling 

· Footpath by College Farm – LWPC to take up issue of maintenance

TB will discuss the above with Highways and come back to the group on how to move forward.  Next meeting to be planned for mid November.  TB would like to take a step back after the next meeting due to work commitments so would welcome volunteers to take the issues forward.  TB closed the meeting and thanked everyone for coming and for their contributions to an excellent discussion. 
