News from Long Wittenham School
This term is flying by, and here we are in October already!

Our new children have settled in really well and it was lovely to see Owls class enjoy
their first adventure to Forest School this week and Parrots class enjoying showing
them all their favourite hideouts and games to help them to get to know their way
around. This week we also had our first governing board meeting and it was a great
opportunity to take some time, first to celebrate last year’s achievements and then, to
look forward to some of our plans for this year.

Looking back we are very proud that once again our results stand firmly

above the national average. Our Year 6 students took their SAT assessments

in their stride and performed admirably and 100% of our Year 1s passed the phonics
screening check.
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Our extra-curricular and after-school activities have been greatly expanded. Last
year children enjoyed archery, cooking, choir, running, football, and science clubs.
One of many to come! In addition to class music lessons, children can now enjoy
smaller group guitar lessons. Inter-school sports competitions took off too with a first
match between Long Wittenham Parrots Class and East Hagbourne Primary School.

It has been hugely beneficial to have stronger ties with the other schools that are part
of the Ridgeway Education Trust (RET) meaning we have a wider pool of expertise
and experience to draw upon. It has also brought us more resources, for example
last year access to the RET mini-buses enabled us to do more trips. In History,
children visited the Ashmolean Museum to learn about Ancient Egypt and the Didcot
Railway Centre to experience life as a World War 1l child evacuee. In English, they
went to met an author, and in Science, Years 5 & 6 visited the synchrotron at Harwell
Science Campus, where they learned how to calculate the speed of sound and light.
Trips like these really help to bring learning to life.

Looking ahead, we have many exciting events in the coming months, including our
Harvest Service, a visiting Geography Gameshow, a Pantomime, and community
events like the Christmas Fayre. We are also very excited that award winning author
Jo Caotterill and Patron of reading for RET primary schools will be coming to visit
Long Wittenham School and will also be providing books and activities for our
children each term.

Please do take time to visit our new website (www.longwittenhamschool.uk)
where you can see many of the activities described above.



Gillian Fraser and the Long Wittenham School Team




