
Long Wittenham River Club Meeting Summary 
Wednesday 5th March 19.00 

Pauline Upstone, Jim Brown, Les Fletcher, and Laurie Read took ownership of the task to 

work through the process of establishing a River Club at the last River Club meeting in July 

2024. Establishing a River Club that is affiliated to Paddle UK is a mandatory requirement of 

Headington School prior to permitting access to the site. 

The Long Wittenham River Club update meeting was held in the village hall and attended by 

roughly 20 residents. This summary seeks to provide a summary of the meeting for those 

who attended and those who were unable to. 

A presentation was made by Jim Brown that provided a little background, the boat house 

offering and the next steps. The presentation is available to view here: River Club Public 

Meeting Feb 2025.pdf. 

After the presentation there were several questions posed, and answers provided. These 

can be viewed here: Questions and Answers.pdf 

The next steps are: 

(1) Form a Club Committee  

To submit our application to establish the club as an affiliate to Paddle UK we need to 
have four confirmed committee members, holding the following roles: Chair, 
Secretary, Safeguarding Officer, and Safety Officer. Some guidance as to what these 
roles will entail can be viewed here: Club Committee Roles and Responsibilities.pdf 

After the meeting and the interest received, we are pleased to advise that we have 
been able to form the Club Committee. 

Chair – Laurie Read, Secretary – Pauline Upstone, Safety Officer - Les Fletcher, and 
Safeguarding Officer – Emily Smout. 

(2) To gain a feel of the interest in becoming members of the club, now that the 
offering has been clarified 

We ask that anyone who wishes to become a member please email the club at 
LWRiverClub@hotmail.com and let us know over the next 7-10 days 

(3) Submit the application for club affiliation to Paddle UK 

All the necessary documents have been prepared (Club Constitution, Safeguarding 
Policy, Safety Risk Assessment). Each has been reviewed by Paddle UK and 
considered satisfactory. Therefore, we can submit as soon as we have the necessary 
number of members to cover the cost of affiliation and a complete committee. While, 
we do not know exactly how long the formal process will take, we expect it to be a 
few weeks as opposed to months – in the hope we will be affiliated by Easter, ready 
for the better weather. 

It must be emphasised that to make use of the site under the offering from Headington 

School, the River Club must be established first. 

Once we have the club affiliated, the Club Committee will meet with Headington School to 

finalise the necessary arrangements for access to the site. At which point we can set about 

onboarding members and start using the site. 

If you have any questions, please email the club at LWRiverClub@hotmail.com. 
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